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lying in the harbour of San Juan D'Ulloa, were
seized by the Spaniards. This gave Elizabeth
the chance, in 1568, to perform one of her most
famous and most impudent actions. She in her
turn seized the ships then lying in Plymouth
laden with the money to pay the Spanish troops
in the Netherlands. She produced quite a good
excuse when the furious Philip demanded that
she give it back. Elizabeth pointed out that the
money was not actually Philip's; it really belonged
to some Genoese bankers who had lent it to him,
and she now declared that after all the Genoese
" preferred " to lend it to her. The excuse served
her purpose. She kept the money, and Philip,
enraged as he was, could not find any adequate
excuse for an open attack.
From now on we see the extraordinary way in
which the English could p.^rsecuto^aRd harass
Spain without open warfareT"The government
simply said it had no responsibility for what
individuals did. When Philip complained of
actions performed by the English, Elizabeth
always took the line that she was not involved.
Actually the money lost to Spain, though serious,
was not so overwhelmingly important. Individual
treasure ships might ^e captured, but whole fleets
sailed yearly and arrived safely. What did matter
was the growing skill and daring of the English,
the experience they got in naval warfare, and the
prestige which they won for their country, Spain
aware that she began to cut a very poor figure*